
  MANOR PARK TENNIS SECTION    SPRING NEWSLETTER 2026

 
Jane Poynder's BEM Investiture

Editorial
Whilst we all know that Manor Park is a 
wonderful club, it is gratifying to know that we 
have been recognised as the Herefordshire & 
Worcester LTA Club of the Year! We now go 
forward to the Regional Selections – fingers 
crossed for further recognition. The Ultimate 
prize is to become LTA Club of the Year! Watch 
this space.
Manor Park has always been on the front foot for 
innovation but always with a reluctance to 
change from many members with a desire to 
keep the status quo. Having been a member for 
so long I remember the anguish and resistance 
when the first 2 squash courts were built with 
many forecasting disaster and lack of players. At 
that time the bar was up in the old clubhouse and 
the changing rooms in what became the H&W 
County Office. But squash proved popular, 2 
further courts were built, the indoor bowls hall, 
the Vaughan Hall, a new bar all followed, again 
with many forecasting yet more doom. The old 
grey shale courts (where I learnt my tennis) were 
turned into acrylic, two indoor tennis courts were 
built followed by a third, the grass courts were no 
more and we now have the 8 astro floodlit courts 
we enjoy today, plus a wonderfully vibrant 
café/bar. All of these developments were ‘risks’ 
which the Manor Park Trustees took upon 
themselves to keep the club moving forwards. 
Whilst the introduction of Pickleball has been 
fairly easy – though noisy - we now have the 
possibility of Padel, yet another new – booming- 
game. Again, there are those resistant to change, 
protective of what we already enjoy. Let’s see 
what MHDC Planning Dept decide in April. Is 

CLUB SUMMER CALENDAR
Quiz night Saturday 21 March
Squash County Champs 18-19 April
Head Experience Session Wednesday 22 April
Play your Way to W'don Saturday 25 April
Aussie One Point Champs Friday 1 May
14U County Cup 2-3 May
10U County Cup 9-10 May
Battle of the Ages Tourno Saturday 16 May
Robfest Saturday 6 June
Social American Evening Tuesday 9 June
H&W County Mixed Saturday 13 June
11U County Cup 13-14 June
Charity Doubles Thursday 18 June
Social Tournament Saturday 4 July
Benjamin Cup Saturday 11July
Malvern Open 12-18 July
Rest of World Event Saturday 15 August
H&W County Closed 23-28 August
Club Finals Day Saturday 5 Sept
STC Charity Tournament Wednesday 9 Sept
Ripple Cup Saturday 12 Sept
Social Mixed Doubles Saturday 26 Sept
ITF Masters 200 Tourno 1-4 October
Christmas Party Friday 18 December

there not a saying to stand still is to move 
backwards!
It is wonderful to see so much activity on the 
tennis courts both in the daytime and the 
evening, even with the dreadful Spring wet 
weather. As you know the regular maintenance 
of the 8 astro courts is all done by a rota of tennis 
volunteers and they have made a plea for all 
players to remember to put their used ball cans 
and plastic drinks bottles in the recycling bin 
which is now just outside the main door of the 
club house. The metal tops are particularly 
annoying! 
Finally, a thank you to all for the congratulations I 
have received on being awarded the British 
Empire Medal. It came as a complete surprise; 
the ceremony was a humbling occasion and the 
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace is to be 
looked forward to in May – all an amazing 
honour.
And finally, I look forward to another year as 
Tennis Chairman! - Jane Poynder

Tennis coaching
Tennis coaching is offered for adults and children 
in individual and group sessions by Malvern 
Tennis Academy. Adult groups include sessions 
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and also 
‘Rusty Rackets’ courses on four Saturday 
mornings.  For further details please contact 
Jane Poynder or Chris Skinner on 01684 574435 
or tennis@malverntennisacademy.com



Box League - by Fahi Khatau
About a year ago, I picked up a tennis racket for 
the first time and joined Manor Park Tennis Club. 
What started as trying something new has 
quickly become a big part of my life. In that short 
time, I’ve not only developed my own game but 
have also taken on the role of running the club’s 
box league. With the amazing support and 
encouragement from members, the league has 
grown into a successful and enjoyable 
competition that brings players together. The Box 
League currently has 48 players, with even more 
set to join for the new season. Each group 
consists of around five to six players, and 
participants have approximately three months to 
complete their five matches. This structure gives 
everyone plenty of flexibility while keeping the 
competition active and engaging. The Box 
League is open to all players, including team 
tennis players and social players, and we are 
especially welcoming to new members. We have 
players of all abilities, and everyone is grouped 
with others of a similar standard to ensure 
matches are competitive, enjoyable, and 
supportive. It’s great to see such a positive and 
inclusive atmosphere both on and off the court. 
The club has been incredibly welcoming to me 
from day one, and I’m proud to now give 
something back. If anyone would like to join the 
Box League, please feel free to contact me.

Tennis now - by Sam Laidler
I'm enjoying life in Cardiff, my course is going 
well and I'm loving playing in the BUCS tennis 
first team. Since being here I have reflected on 
all the amazing opportunities and encouragement 
I had as a member of Manor Park . From the age 
of 4 in mini red group to my first county session 
at 7 years old. It was great to have trained with a 
team as many are now my friends for life and I'm 
living with a couple of them in my second year. 
Playing in the monthly Midlands Regional Team 
at Loughborough for a few years gave me a lot of 
confidence and ability to compete at this level 
needed at uni. I face many of these opponents 
on the other side of the net now each week!
Thank you to Chris for being a fab coach all 
these years and for encouraging me to play in 
the A team at an early age which gave me a 
huge advantage in my doubles play. Thank you 
to Jane for putting me through my level 1 and 2 

coaching which I can use everywhere I go. We 
have two matches left to play in the league 
and are unbeaten so far looking forward to 
promotion. Hopefully lots of warm days and 
tennis to come over the summer back at 
Manor Park.

Group tennis opportunities
Members are encouraged to join one or more of 
the tennis groups at the club, in the form of roll-
ups, rotas or WhatsApp groups. Examples are:
Mixed Morning: A mixed roll-up at 9 am on 
Mondays, running throughout the year, suited to 
those who do not aspire to team tennis. 
Club Tennis Night: A mixed roll-up for social 
tennis at 6 pm on Tuesdays starting on April 7 
and running until September 29.
Men's Morning: Wednesdays with courts 
booked from 10.30 am, running throughout the 
year. Men’s groups play on Mondays at 2 pm, 
Fridays at 11 am and Saturdays at 9 am.
Ladies' Afternoon: a roll-up at 2 pm on 
Wednesdays, running throughout the year,  
suited to those who do not aspire to team tennis.
Ladies' Doubles Morning: Fridays on a rota 
basis from 9.30 am to 11 am starting in April. 
Advanced level mixed play: Monday evenings 
at 6 pm and Friday afternoons at 4.30 pm.
Saturday Social Afternoon 2 pm to 4 pm: A 
roll-up with a pair of organisers who oversee the 
running of 8 courts, followed by refreshments.
Men’s Match Practice Night: Wednesdays from 
6 pm starting on April 1. 
Ladies' Match Practice Night: Thursdays from 
6.30 pm starting on April 2.

Competitive opportunities
Club Teams: To play in a club team, please 
contact a team captain, as listed in the Fixtures 
Card on the club website.  To play in the events 
listed below, please contact the Club Manager.
Club Tournament sponsored by Morgan 
Experience: Entries submitted via the website 
by April 17; singles and doubles events, matches 
played by date; Finals Day Saturday September 
5 is a spectator occasion with a car on show.
Singles Box League: Ask at the Club Office if 
you wish to be included in the box league.
Robfest: Saturday June 6, a mixed doubles 
event organised by Rob Redman.
Charity Tournament and Lunch: Thursday 
June 18 at 9 am followed by an excellent lunch. 
Benjamin Cup: Saturday July 11, a mixed team 
event organised by Chris Barr-Hamilton.
England v Rest of the World: Saturday August 
15, a doubles event organised by Rob Redman.
Save the Children Ladies Tournament: A 
mixed doubles event on Wednesday September 
9 at 9.30 am with lunch included. 
Ripple Cup: Saturday September 12, a men’s 
doubles event organised by Chris Skinner. 
Social mixed doubles: Events on Saturdays 
July 4 and September 26 at 1.30 pm
ITF Masters Tournament supported by 
Shipman’s Wealth Management.  October 1-4 
Club members who would like to enter should go 
to the ITF website and click on Masters Tour. 
https://www.itftennis.com/en/tournament/mt200-
great-malvern/gbr/2026/s-mt200-gbr-2026-002
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