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Centenary Clubs Celebration
The Wimbledon All England Club has been celebrating
tennis clubs reaching their centenaries for several 
years. It was the turn of Manor Park club this year - a 
little late since our tennis club was founded in 1907. 
Eight players and eight volunteers were invited to 
spend a day at Wimbledon. Here is a report by one of 
the club members lucky enough to be chosen.

 My Wimbledon day 
Arriving in all whites (new!) to the All England Club for 
the Centenary Clubs Celebration, there was a hoppy 
smell, and the sight of brown tennis courts. Not what I 
had expected. However this is what happens every 
year as they steam the courts to kill everything, before 
dressing the tops and reseeding. As we would see 
later on Centre and No 1 courts, within 4 weeks there 
is a good crop of lush green grass, with a lot of 
watering and mowing going on.

The players, 8 of us from Manor Park, 128 in total, 
were then sent to the changing rooms to leave our 
posh clothes for the evening cocktail party. We used 
the Indoor Centre changing facilities, what an 
incredible building, just over the road from court 3. It 
makes Manor Park Indoor Centre look rather plain, as 
it covers 6(?) indoor courts, all in a line, with a 
wonderful wavy roof, held up by wooden beams. 

Next was the "Welcome and Introduction", followed by 
the Museum visit and shop. I'd never been in the 
Museum before, but it is worth a visit if you have time. 
You get to see the trophies close up, or maybe they 
were just copies? We will never know.

Then we had a tour of the grounds with lots of 
interesting facts, like No 1 court has 12,345 seats 
(very easy to remember!). Then a very entertaining 

display from Rufus The Hawk, who is there to scare the
pigeons away, apparently they can smell the grass 
seed all the way from Trafalgar Square.

After tea, came my highlight of the day, playing tennis 
on the grass,  just the best playing surface I have ever 
been on. We were on the Aorangi practice courts, the 
sun shone, and it was just brilliant. We didn't mix with 
other clubs, but played men’s doubles and after 30 
minutes a mixed doubles. To our delight,  Elaine and I 
won both and are unbeaten at Wimbledon!

After the excitement and pleasure of the tennis, we 
changed into posh, for the Cocktail Party in a 
debentures lounge on the third floor of Center Court.  
256 people and a lot of Lanson Champagne with bowl 
food and red and white wine. We had a jolly time and 
mingled with the other clubs that are all 100 years old. 
The real Wimbledon trophies were definitely on display,
together with two burly security men.

Between main bowls and pudding bowls was a prize 
giving, with 5 bottles of Lanson up for grabs, things like
'most enthusiastic supporter'. There was just one bottle
for tennis achievements on the day, I think it was for 
'best returner'. Then the announcement came, "from 
Manor Park Club, Geoff Titmuss". Wow, how did they 
even know my name? - I went up and happily received 
my bottle of Lanson Champagne. I think the others 
were jealous!

It was a very special day, and an honour to represent 
Manor Park at the Centenary Clubs Celebration at the 
AEC. We were very warmly welcomed and looked 
after. The definite highlight for me, was playing on the 
lush green grass, the best playing surface I have ever 
encountered. I want to play on it everyday. Let's dig up 
the new astro.....  Geoff Titmuss



Editorial

Well, what a year!  Astro Courts 5 – 8 finally completed 
with a Grand Opening on the second Thursday of 
Wimbledon with none other than the former 
Championship Referee, Andrew Jarrett. Pimm's, 
Scones and Strawberries and Cream were enjoyed by 
members followed by a high-quality tennis set with 
Chris Skinner and Katy Lewin dusting up the 
youngsters Ollie Ruddick and Daisy Williams in a 
closely fought match.

The trip to the All England Club for the Centenary 
Celebration by our 16 unsung but greatly valued heroes
was undoubtedly another highlight of the year. It is fairly
unique that a club as large as Manor Park is run by 
volunteers but so well supported by our Club Manager, 
Chris Barr Hamilton. Long may it continue – we look 
forward to the next 100 years!

Jane Poynder BEM
Our very own Jane Poynder has been honoured in the
2025 King's Birthday Honours List with the award of 
the BEM for services to sport. We are seriously lucky 
to have such an amazing lady at Manor Park, we're all 
so happy, and proud of her for this award. Jane works 
so hard and does so much behind the scenes to help 
make the club such a fantastic facility, a place to play 
all our sports, and to socialise with friends and family. 
Amazing news and very well deserved.

Jane has been involved in tennis coaching and coach 
education for more than 50 years. As an LTA Master 
Coach and Master Tutor, she has played a significant 
role in not only opening up opportunities for people to 
play the sport but also developing coaches too. A 
former player who represented England at both tennis 
and squash, Jane played at The Wimbledon 
Championships in the 1960s and went on to represent 
Worcestershire for 25 years.

After qualifying as a coach in 1969, Jane set up her 
own coaching organisation, Poynder Tennis, which 
provided tennis coaching at schools and other venues 
across the Malvern area for well over three decades. 
Jane won the LTA's Lifetime Achievement Award in 
Coaching in 2014, and continues to coach, dedicating 
much of her time to the Malvern Tennis Academy, 
which provides opportunities for young people to play.

She has also played a significant role in the 
development of tennis in the Worcestershire area over
many years of involvement in the sport, including as 
Chair and Trustee of Manor Park Sports Club. She 
has held various roles within the county association 
and is now an Honorary Life Vice President.

As a Master Tutor, Jane has acted as a tutor, 
assessor and internal verifier for the LTA, and also 
was one of the lead tutors on the LTA's schools 
programme for a number of years, training up other 
tutors to deliver teacher training courses. Jane also 
played a role at The Championships as master of 
ceremonies for the female competitors for 15 years 
until 2010, collecting players and leading them from 
the dressing rooms on to court.
C B-H

Inclusive tennis update from Stewart Flisher 
After much preparation and marketing, the inclusive 
tennis offering seems to be developing well at Manor 
Park. I recently went down to London and picked up 4 
tennis wheelchairs from a club that had stopped 
wheelchair tennis. This was a real win as they are good
quality, and collectively worth over £8000 new, and 
they have cost the club nothing! We are starting to 
need them now as two more wheelchair users have 
been taking lessons regularly, making 3 altogether, and
another couple will join us on an ad hoc basis. 

We are also applying for further grants, this time from 
the Dan Maskell Trust, towards costs for items such as 
spare inner tubes and strapping for the wheelchairs. 
Tracy Compton, GB’s number 1 completely blind 
female player has agreed to come to Manor Park to 
see what we are doing and give tips to our players. 
There are now 8 people regularly playing visually 
impaired tennis, one new member has just joined and 
absolutely loves it. There is also a completely blind lady
-  another challenge but it seems to be going well.

Manor Park charity events
Sky Autism Support Malvern was the chosen Charity 
for the Charity Event run by Jane Poynder, held on 
26th June. 25 pairs took part with the winner of each 
group receiving a free tennis lesson with one of the 
coaches from Malvern Tennis Academy. Jane Askam 
of Ask Sal Clothing again brought her mobile shop of 
enticing tennis clothes and overall some £700 was 
raised for the Charity which was created by Manor Park
Members Simon Macaulay and his wife,  both of whom 
played in the event. The sun shone and matches were 
closely contested, followed by an excellent lunch 
provided by Anna Paisley.

A Save The Children Charity Event was held on 10th 
September, ably run by Susanna Michael and her team
of helpers. 25 pairs took part and over £800 was 
raised. Winners were Geoff and Matt, Cat and Ruth, 
Tracy and Eloise, Denham and Maki and Jonathan and
Sarah. There was good tennis on court with players 
dodging the rain and then enjoying a wonderful lunch.

Tennis Committee Summer 2025
Chairman: Jane Poynder
Hon. Sec: Caroline Forester-Smith
Membership Secretary: Cleland Newton
Hon. Treasurer Geoff Titmuss
Coach: Chris Skinner
Club Welfare and Safeguarding Officer: Ali Tuck
Committee Members: Vicki Advani, Pete Clark, 
Ali Earp, Elaine Fleming, John Gammond, 
Steve Lewis, Di Marlow

Open Meeting
The next Tennis Committee Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 26th November at 7.45 pm and is open to 
all tennis members to attend.

STOP PRESS :  Tennis Section Spring Dinner
Saturday 28th February 2026



Battle of the ages
held on Saturday 17 May

What a kick off to the summer!! 48 players on court for
The Battle of the Ages Tourno, which took place on 
Saturday! With the Oldies retaining the trophy, with a 
convincing 30-22 victory over the young 'uns! Some 
awesome tennis, lots of banter, and loads and loads of
fun, followed by plenty of drinks & yummy tacos from 
Taco Banditos - thanks to everyone who played, 
supported and watched, making it a really special day.

Robfest
held on Saturday 21 June

What a day!! 36 pairs entered the annual Robfest 
Tournament last Saturday. Played in sweltering heat, 
but all in great spirits. After all the round robins, play-
offs & finals were finished, the winners were:
Wimbledon: Liam & Regi. US Open: Matt Baum and 
James Saunders, French Open: Joe Marsh & Joel 
Talcott, Aus Open: Steve Morgan & Nick Herring. 
Huge thanks to Rob & Ruth for organising such a 
magical event, to Jill for yummy lunchtime baguettes, 
Malvern Law for ball sponsorship and to everyone for 
playing, to make it such a successful day.

Benjamin Cup
held on Saturday 12 July

The Benjamin Cup is a team event played in honour of
one of our most beloved members, Mike Benjamin. 6 
teams battled it out, in a round robin doubles 
tournament, with the top two teams facing off in the 
final. The final was played out between Red Dragons 
and Brightsiders with both teams looking for their first 
ever time winning the trophy. With Caro & C B-H 
winning, Lee & Robbo winning, it was 1-1 with 2 
rubbers left. Pat & Ruby played an absolute stormer to
make it 2-1 to Brightsiders, and in the final rubber, 
Scott & Miffers pulled out a tie-break win, so 
Brightsiders got their hands on the trophy. Huge 
thanks to everyone who played, the bar staff for 
working so hard in the heat, Helen Pye for scoring, 
Rob W for his photography skills, and Primal Food Co 
for the amazing food.

England v Rest of the World
held on Saturday 16 August

A beautiful sunny day. And the sun shone brightly on 
England, who performed brilliantly to win the match 
347 games to 274 games. A huge thanks to Rob & 
Ruth for organising such a fab day, and everyone (56 
players in total!) who played it in such high spirits, to 
make it such a memorable experience! Another great 
day at our lovely club.

Social Tournament
held on Saturday  27 September

25 pairs took part in the end of season event. The rain
held off and there were plenty of closely contested 
matches. The group winners were: Rohit & Sam, 
Kanize & Neil, David & Caroline, Connor & Heather, 
Paul & Sarah. Huge thanks to everyone who took part,
and to Jane for organising everyone on the day.

Road to Wimbledon 2025
It was an exciting week at 'Play your Way to 
Wimbledon' for our tennis stars. Andrew, at the grand 
old age of 10, got all the way to the 1/4 finals of the 
U14 boy's singles, before narrowly losing. Allegra 
reached the last 16 of U14 girl's singles, after some 
brilliant performances. Dave & TS Will arrived fresh 
from rearranging family holidays and performed 
strongly, but lost in the group stages. Caro & Jilly 
endured a heartbreaking 13-11 champy tie break loss 
in the group stages, and comfortably beat their other 
opponents, but unfortunately didn’t qualify for the 
knock out stages. It was such an amazing 
achievement for so many Manor Park members to 
qualify to play at Wimbledon at the nationwide event 
this year and they all had an absolute blast.

My Wimbledon experience by Andrew Marlow
After winning 5 matches at Manor Park, I had the 
chance to play at county level against the other local 
winners. I won the next stage which meant I had the 
opportunity to go to Wimbledon! I was pleased with my 
results as I had taken my first win against two older 
players who I have never beaten before. 

The day before the tournament, Dad and I caught the 
train down to South West London to have a practice on
grass courts at a nearby club, Surbiton. We then 
stayed in Teddington at my Grandparent’s house and 
every day we got the train to Wimbledon. On the first 
day, I signed in and booked a practice court with a 
friend. At the sign in I received a bag with lots of 
goodies: cap, jumper, water bottle, phone charger, bag 
tag and a player pass with a £25 voucher for food and 
drink for each day. Just after that, I had a look around 
when I found the changing rooms, there were showers,
toilets, soft towels but the thing I liked most was the ice
bath - not that I used it. My first match was against a 
boy called Illia, and I won 6-2 6-4. Later he made it all 
the way to the final. Sadly I lost my second match 6-1, 
6-3. Everyone in my group won one match. The next 
day my match was played indoors because of rain. I 
won 6-2, 6-2. I’m now in the main draw – “yay!”  Next 
day I won two matches in the main draw. Next day I 
lost in the quarter final to Mayr who won the 
tournament. 

During my visit I did a tour of the All England Club and 
saw the museum (which had the Champions trophy in 
it). I feel very pleased to have participated in Play-your-
way to Wimbledon and have this amazing experience. 

Malvern Open and H&W County Closed Events 

This year the July Manor Park Grade 3 Open 
Tournament was sponsored by Poplar Carpets. Sam 
Laidler won the August County Closed event. 'H&W 
Boys' was team of the year with all team members 
playing at Manor Park. Congratulations are due to 
event winners including Katy Lewin, Sally Lewin, 
Ayrton Little, Andrew Marlow, James Marlow, Ariana 
Hardie, Allegra Iovanel, Luna Lagomarsino and Poppie
Rudge.   Andrew Marlow was awarded Junior Player of
the Year.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61570188202471&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXTm0grDEhSpNPykn42Rm4J1UuwyJPspW1mE8_5ahxCKbgOfmaZo4HrGvnaJof4OhOsKWCnGxNG5s7d3o-YJGBx_6uEX_St3rX67KTReGp4mKKec3YjcU-GqsW6yEXkO36Y5ZurulC1JWbe_e71TRLx-6XE9uBZnTJupyInB3Jvgs-xR-60ag-aRnpDEl9fKPM&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064374116741&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZU85afpahlq1JvVpdu-tJ7egwGJvovEx38AZNokIDnE3n0C9GDg3XDP4mqq4VcGfSOConQHT9i5FORH37EiZCmz2tttrW-j0Wv40KC6lU4IDbYOdRQbUKLobDsXt9-CHQUFiVd5g9Il851L2xcojRusikiTQg2hBIo4VJmz0r12kdPi36XRCf40YjZZcZbz4xQ&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Club Tournament Results 2025 – Adults

Main events
Men’s Singles: Matt Tully 

r/u Sam Laidler
Ladies’ Singles: Holly Stevens 
r/u Daisy Williams

Men’s Doubles: Sam Laidler & Paul Burgess

r/u Chris Marlow & Matt Tully

Ladies’ Doubles: Regi Ristic-North and Lorraine 
Ristic r/u Daisy Williams & Holly Stevens

Mixed Doubles: Ollie Ruddick & Daisy Williams

r/u Sam Laidler & Katy Lewin
Family Doubles: Chris & Andrew Marlow
r/u Emil & Leila Meager

Men’s Singles 60+: Geoff Smith 

r/u Rory Guilding
Mixed Doubles 50+: Chris Skinner & Jill Witcomb 
r/u Paul Burgess & Lorraine Ristic

Men’s Doubles 60+: Geoff Smith & Barry Tuck 

r/u Bob Mannion & Chris Whiteley
Ladies’ Doubles 60+: Ali Earp & Elaine Fleming
r/u Sarah Connell & Jenny Poole
Plate events
Men’s Singles: David Wilson 

r/u Dave Forester-Smith
Ladies’ Singles: Nicky Browne 
r/u Sam Holt
Men’s Doubles: Glenn Powell & Zac Burgess
r/u Neil Ruddick & Miles Meager
Ladies’ Doubles: Natalie Tomms & Cat Petchsingh
r/u Kate Ruddick & Ali Ramsay
Mixed Doubles: Bruce Rowland & Ruby Taylor
r/u Matt Baum & Sam Holt
Family Doubles: Christian & James Cusworth 
r/u Ollie & Emma Ruddick
Men’s Singles 60+: Steve Pennant 
r/u Mark McNeilly
Mixed Doubles 50+: Charles Houlbrooke & Lesley 
Milton r/u David James & Sue Eales
Men’s Doubles 60+: Graham Upton & Mark Davies  
r/u Steve Lewis & Pat Brazil

Club Tournament Results 2025 ‒ Juniors
9U: Ariana Hardie

10U: David Alupoaei
12U Boy's Singles: Andrew Marlow
14U Boy's Singles: Diego Hardie
14U Boy’s Doubles: Andrew Marlow & Luca Mainini
18U Boy’s Singles: Ollie Ruddick
18U Boy's Doubles: Ollie Ruddick & Alfie Mills

Club Tournament 2025 supported by 
The Morgan Experience.

As always an amazing day, the sun shone, the 
standard of tennis was impressive and the buzz around
the club was even better. And to top it all Morgan 
Experience treated us to a grand prize draw and 
displayed two of their fabulous cars for members to sit 
in and drool over. How fortunate we are to have them 
as our tournament sponsors and how appropriate for 
such an old well-established Malvern company to be 
involved with Manor Park, an old, established but 
forward looking sports club. Sports Cars and Sports 
Clubs – a winning combination. 

The men's singles event was won by Matt Tully for the 
fourth successive year but six times champion Katy 
Lewin was unavailable to compete in the ladies singles 
final which was won by junior member Holly Stevens. It
was good to see so many youngsters competing in and
winning adult finals events.

H & W County League summer season results

Congratulations to Ladies Captain Katy Lewin for 
playing in every Ladies Doubles and Mixed Doubles 
league match and winning every set she played. In the 
Men's League Manor Park A came second to 
Worcester Lawn Tennis Club, in the Women's League 
MP A came second to David Lloyd Worcester and in 
the Mixed League MP A were winners for a third 
consecutive year with MP B in third place. 20 Manor 
Park teams competed across the league divisions. Six 
teams came top of their division and none came 
bottom, with an expectation of eight promotions and 
one relegation. This gives a clear indication of an 
increase in playing strength compared with last year.

Malcolm Dicks
There is sad news to report in the death of Malcolm 
Dicks, one of the longest serving members of Manor 
Park, for over 50 years. He was a very talented table 
tennis and tennis player, playing for club, league and 
county in both sports in the 60's, 70's, 80's and 90's.
He won the Manor Park Men's Tennis Singles at least 
8 times and also numerous men's and mixed doubles 
titles. Malcolm was a much respected participant of 
Tuesday night mixed tennis for many years, playing 
with everybody of all standards. 

Suzy Burston

Finals Day September 6th was the date of the 
dedication of a bench underneath the magnolia tree in 
memory of Suzy Burston. Her sister Di Stewart said: 
"As many of you know Suzy shone her bright and 
beautiful light on whomever she met. So, thank you for 
expressing your appreciation of her in such a wonderful
way. Suzy was always happy when she was playing at 
Manor Park. Let’s make the bench a ‘happy bench’ and
when we sit and watch the tennis from this beautiful 
location let’s do it with an inner smile. That would make
her very happy."
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