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Editorial
Exciting times ahead with the prospect of having 8 
astro floodlit tennis courts up and running by the 
summer (see above). Tennis continues to thrive at 
the club and as always we are indebted to the 
people who make this happen – our unsung heroes
who run the many organised groups to ensure that 
everyone gets as much tennis as they can fit in 
amongst players of their standard alongside all the 
many competitive opportunities run by the many 
team captains. We now have overall Club Captains
Ladies: Elaine Fleming and Jo Marks, Men’s: John 
Gammond and Mixed: Vicki Advani.  They will be 
keen to hear from anyone who would like to get 
involved in team play. Fittingly many of these 
unsung heroes are going to The All-England Club, 
Wimbledon (AEC) on the 20th August to enjoy a 
day of celebration alongside those clubs who have 
reached their centenary. Manor Park did this some 
years ago but due to building work at the AEC the 
opportunity was not possible in 2007 so belatedly 
our time has come! 4 men and 4 women will have 
the opportunity to play on the hallowed grass courts
whilst 8 others will be able to join them as 
spectators. During the day, there will be 
opportunities to tour the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum and grounds, enjoy playing tennis and 
watch a special live display from our one and only 
Rufus the Hawk. The day will conclude with a 
Champagne reception and cocktail party, with 
canapés and bowl food.

Pickleball continues to thrive and grow ably 
promoted by Maurice Nichols, Andy Walker and 
Jane Smallwood. Sessions now take place on 
Saturdays and Wednesday evenings all on court 
A as well as the daytime sessions on a 
Wednesday and Friday. The blue permanent lines
have been well received and Head will be bringing
Pickleball equipment to test on Wednesday 21 
May. With our poor winter weather, a new indoor 
activity is proving particularly popular! 

CLUB SUMMER CALENDAR
County Seniors Doubles Sunday 23 March 
Tennis Dinner Saturday 29 March
  8U County Cup Saturday 26 April
14U  County Cup 3 – 4 May
10U County Cup 10 – 11 May
'Battle of the Sexes' Saturday 17 May
Head Racket Testing Wednesday 21 May
County Mixed Saturday 7 June
American Evening Tuesday 10 June
Robfest Saturday 21 June
Charity Doubles Thursday 26 June 
Benjamin Cup Saturday 12 July
Malvern Open 13 – 19 July
Social Tournament Saturday 26 July
Rest of World Event Saturday 16 August
H&W County Closed 24 – 29 August
Club Finals Day Saturday 6 Sept
STC Charity Tournament Wednesday 10 Sept
Ripple Cup Saturday 20 Sept
Social Mixed Doubles Saturday 27 Sept 
ITF Senior Tournament 2 – 5 October

Visually impaired (VI) and disability tennis
Hello everyone - this is just a quick note to 
introduce myself and tell you why I am here! I am a
level 4 Accreditation + coach and have recently 
joined Manor Park having moved to the area, now 
retired. My remit is only to coach visually impaired 
tennis, and to set up a wheelchair tennis 
programme. We currently have 5 players with 
varying levels of sight loss and capability, and two 
have guide dogs. We are now actively seeking new
members to join our friendly group so if you are or 
know anyone who is visually impaired or even 
completely blind then please contact me. VI tennis 
is played on a slightly smaller court (mini red size) 
with larger soft foam balls with bells inside, and 
slightly smaller rackets.

I am also starting a wheelchair tennis programme,  
and drawing on my old work skills, I have been 
doing a lot of networking to spread the word, as 
well as fundraising. Jane Poynder had been doing 
an activity challenge, and I have recently applied 
for and won a £500 grant from the LTA to help 
develop disability tennis here. The first player 
booked to come and have a go is a 5 times 
Paralympian wheelchair basketball player. Other 
potential players in the pipeline include a former 
GB tennis Paralympian. If anyone knows someone 
who might be interested then please let me know. 
Specialist tennis wheelchairs are very expensive, 
but I have acquired one for us to use for free, and 
we are progressing other sources of funding for 
chairs. If anyone is willing to help as a volunteer 
once the numbers of wheelchair players build then 
I would really appreciate that – Stewart Flisher



Scheduled Summer Tennis
The summer outdoor tennis season runs from 1st 
April to 30th September. Summer opportunities to 
play on pre-booked courts are listed here. Roll ups 
are on a turn up and play basis. Other sessions are
arranged by a leader from a list of regulars and 
reserves. 
For more information about participation in these 
sessions please contact the Club Manager Chris 
Barr-Hamilton (07876 565289) or the Tennis 
Membership Secretary Cleland Newton(07800 
892796).
Mondays: 
9.00 am to 11.00 am Mixed Social roll up, suited to
non-team players; this is an excellent starting point
for new members at ‘rusty rackets’ level of play, 
with after-tennis refreshments in the café/bar. 
2.00 pm to 4.00 pm, Men's App Group, suited to 
men close to match level standard.
6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, TennisNuts Mixed Age Group,
suited to lower team players.
Tuesdays:
4.00 pm to 5.30 pm, Mixed Social App Group, 
suited to ‘rusty rackets’ level of play.
5.30 pm to 8.00 pm Mixed Social roll up, suited to 
adults at all levels and children by invitation.
Wednesdays:
10.30 am to 12,00 noon, Men's roll up, suited to 
non-team players.
2.00 pm to 4.00 pm, Ladies roll up, suited to non-
team players.
6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, Men's Match Practice, suited 
to team players.
Thursdays:
6.30 pm to 8.00 pm, Ladies Night, for ladies of 
team or near team standard - newcomers of near 
team standard are welcome and can be put into 
games by Ali Tuck – email: ali@btinternet.com
Fridays: 
9.30 am to 11.00 am, Ladies Morning Rota, suited 
to non-team players.
11.00 to 1.00 pm, Men's App Group, suited to men 
close to match level.
Saturdays:
9.00 am to 11.00 am, Men's App Group, suited to 
men at lower team level.
2.00 pm to 4.00 pm, Saturday Afternoon Mixed 
Social roll up, suited to adults and children at all 
levels, with after-tennis refreshments in the 
café/bar.

Mini league tennis
I played in the winter mini 8U tennis league. We 
played against lots of other clubs. It was really 
good fun and I got to play with my friends. We 
played singles and doubles matches. Our team 
came first in league 1. I think we did well but most 
importantly we had lots of fun. We are all proud of 
ourselves. I want to say a big thank you to our 
coaches for coaching us and entering our team in 
the league – Lottie Mifflin

Competitive tennis
To play in a club team, please contact a Club 
Captain as named in the Editorial above. 
To play in the events listed below, please contact 
the Club Manager.
Club Tournament: Entries submitted via the 
website in April; singles and doubles events for 
men and ladies, with mixed and family pairs, 
matches played as convenient for participants. 
Finals Day on Saturday September 6 is a spectator
occasion.
Singles Ladder: Ask at the Club Office if you wish 
to be included on the club singles ladder.
Robfest: Saturday June 21 a mixed doubles event
organised by Rob Redman.
Charity Tournament and Lunch: Thursday June 
26 June at 9 am followed by an excellent lunch.  
Benjamin Cup: Saturday July 12 a mixed team 
event organised by Chris Barr-Hamilton.
England v Rest of the World: Saturday August 
16 a doubles event organised by Rob Redman.
Save the Children Tournament: A ladies and 
mixed doubles event on Wednesday September 10
at 9.30 am with lunch included. 
Ripple Cup: Saturday September 20 a men’s 
doubles event organised by Chris Skinner.    
Social mixed doubles: Events on Saturdays July 
26 and September 27 at 1.30 pm
ITF Masters Tournament supported by 
Shipman’s Wealth Management.  October 2 - 5 
Club members who would like to enter should go to
the ITF website and click on Masters Tour. 

Padel tennis
Have you tried the world’s fastest-growing sport? 
Padel is an exciting racket sport that the LTA 
describes as “fun, easy to learn, and highly 
sociable.” With 25 million players across 110 
countries, it’s clear that it has taken off! Recently, 
several groups from Manor Park have booked 
Padel courts in Cheltenham, Gloucester, and 
Hereford to see what all the buzz is about. The 
verdict? Overwhelmingly positive! Everyone agrees
that there is something special about this game. As
a forward-thinking club, we are always looking for 
ways to improve facilities at Manor Park. If there is 
enough interest, Padel could be a fantastic addition
to our club. A small group of members has started 
exploring this possibility, but it is still early days. 
There is plenty of research and consultation ahead 
before any proposals are put forward. Above all, 
our priority is ensuring that any new developments 
meet the needs of our members and contribute to a
sustainable future for the club. For this reason the 
trustees will ensure that full tennis member 
consultation is done before committing to having 
Padel courts. If you haven’t tried Padel yet, why not
join the Manor Park Padel group and come along 
on a trip? You might just find your new favourite 
sport. To join the Malvern Padel group send a 
WhatsApp message to 07707 907246.
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