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Editorial
Our thanks should go to all the many volunteers and 
often unsung heroes who make tennis such an integral
part of Manor Park Tennis. The list continues to grow: 
Team Captains - Running Weekly Groups - Running 
Saturday Social - Helping with Riversides Weekly 
Sessions - Safeguarding - Committee Involvement - 
Organizing Charity Tournaments. So much goes on 
behind the scenes and without their help the club 
would not be the flourishing and happy place it has 
become. So thank you to all who go that extra mile to 
make it all happen!

As can be seen from all the reports below tennis at 
Manor Park continues to thrive with activity and 
success at all levels. Not only has there been team 
success at both adult and junior levels, there has been
success in the Senior County Championships with 
Caroline Forester Smith and her partner Tracey Lloyd 
winning the O35 women’s doubles, Paul Burgess and 
Chris Marlow taking the O35 title and Alison Earp and 
Penny Smith winning the O60s Doubles. We now look 
forward to further success in the ITF Masters 
Tournament which runs at Manor Park from the 3rd to 
the 6th October. Age groups range from 40s Events to 
65s in both singles and doubles so well worth coming 
to watch. Our thanks as always to our sponsor Amber 
River Shipman Wealth for their support.

Tennis Committee Summer 2024
Chairman: Jane Poynder
Hon. Sec: Caroline Forester-Smith
Membership Secretary: Cleland Newton
Hon. Treasurer Geoff Titmuss
Fixtures Secretary: Joel Talcott
Coach: Chris Skinner
Club Welfare and Safeguarding Officer: Ali Tuck
Committee Members: Vicki Advani, Pete Clark, 
Ali Earp, Elaine Fleming,  Anna Laidler, Steve Lewis, 
Di Marlow

Farewell to grass
We say goodbye to the romantic era of the grass 
courts at Manor Park this autumn. DFS and Bill have 
hung up their dungarees for the very last time. Grass 
courts have been here for 125 years so we are allowed
to feel nostalgic about this! A huge thank you to Bill & 
Dave for all their hard work, passion and love for the 
grass over the last 4 years. And let’s not forget all the 
groundskeepers before them and Sam Mackenzie for 
the years of work he put into them. Now we look 
forward to four extra floodlit all-weather courts which is 
super exciting. It will allow much more tennis to be 
played by everyone all year round.

Grass court history
In Victorian times Manor Park was a grassy field called 
Hollow Meadow with a pond in the middle. Then in 1907
landowner Lady Emily Foley announced that a tennis 
tournament was to be held here and within weeks an 
army of navvies had created the terraces as they exist 
today. A Trust was set up to provide the people of 
Malvern with facilities for sports, originally tennis, 
croquet, bowls and archery, all played on grass. The 
‘pay and play’ scheme changed to a club with fees in 
1934 to maintain 9 grass courts, 6 shale courts, 2 
croquet lawns, a bowling green and an archery field. 
Later an extra 2 grass courts of indifferent condition 
replaced the croquet facility. Grass courts have been 
steadily replaced and now the time has come to give 
them up altogether.

Annual Tennis Section Open Meeting
Wednesday 4th December at 7.30 pm

As last year, tennis section members are invited to an 
Open Meeting of the Tennis Committee to see the 
committee in operation and to express their views.  

STOP PRESS   Tennis Section Spring Dinner
Saturday 1st March 2025



H & W County League summer season results
   Congratulations are due to the Ladies A Team 
captained by Katy Lewin for winning the H & W County
League Division 1 title for the third successive year. It 
was no easy ride, requiring 14 different players over 
the five matches (6 players in a team) because of the 
difficulty in fielding the same team over the summer. 
The last match of the season was against title chasers
the David Lloyd Worcester club, with both sides 
unbeaten. Fortunately we had a superior record and 
were virtually certain to retain the title. The match 
proved extremely close and ended up 3 - 3 in rubbers, 
7 - 7 in sets but it was a losing draw 153 - 154 in 
games. We would have won the match if our winning 
score in the last set had been 6-2 instead of 6-3.
   Other team results in the county league show that 
the Men’s A Team finished third in Men’s Division 1. 
Mixed Team A won the title for Mixed Division 1 to 
repeat last year’s success. Men’s Team G finished top
of Division 10 East and Mixed Team F finished top of 
Division 7 East.  With two teams expecting promotion 
and two teams relegation it can be concluded that 
overall the 18 club teams held their own over the 
summer season. 

Coaching
   The different levels of tennis coaching qualifications 
can be confusing so here is a summary. Manor Park is
an LTA Registered Venue and as such there are 
mandatory safeguarding standards for all LTA 
qualified coaches, assistants and anyone over the age
of 16 who is involved in either a paid or a voluntary 
capacity. This means that all those aged over 16 must 
have an LTA enhanced DBS certificate, safeguarding 
training and public liability insurance.
   We are extremely fortunate at Manor Park in having 
within Malvern Tennis Academy highly qualified LTA 
coaches and young LTA Assistants. All our coaches 
with Level 3 – 5 qualifications are LTA Accredited + 
Coaches and as such have a DBS Certificate, First Aid
qualification, Safeguarding Training, Public Liability 
Insurance and Employers Liability Insurance which 
covers assistants working with them. Accredited+ 
coaches must gain 15 credits per year by attending 
recommended further training. Level 1 Tennis 
Assistants are trained to assist a lead coach with mini 
and junior tennis players in group coaching. Level 2 
Instructors build on the skills of Level 1 and can deliver
group sessions under the guidance of the lead coach. 
Both can become LTA Accredited which provides 
them with Public Liability Insurance but only in the 
areas for which they have been trained. 
   Certificates for all Malvern Tennis Academy 
Coaches and Assistants are displayed in the Indoor 
Tennis Centre Entrance Hall. We have always been 
keen to ensure that we provide the highest possible 
standard of coaching for our club members whatever 
their age or standard and to motivate and encourage 
our younger players to get involved in coaching. It is a 
wonderful career if you love tennis and are keen to 
help people improve. For any members who would like
coaching do just email us at: 
tennis@malverntennisacademy.com

Leila on court at Wimbledon
From 1000s of initial Play your Way to Wimbledon 
competitors, Leila was one of 48 players to make it to 
the national u14 finals at SW19.  Here is Leila’s story in 
her own words:
     In August, I got through to the under 14s Play Your 
Way to Wimbledon national finals. The tournament took 
place on the Wimbledon practice courts. The event 
began with an opening ceremony, where we were 
welcomed to the club and given a briefing of what would 
happen in the tournament. Everyone was given a bag, 
hoodie, cap/visor, water bottle and notebook. I was also 
given a food card which I could use to buy food each day
from the Player’s Restaurant.
     I was put into a group of 4 people who all played 
against each other over the first 2 days.  I played my first
match in the afternoon on the first day, where I won it 6-
0, 6-1. On the 2nd day, I managed to win my first match 
of the day 6-0, 6-1 but went on to lose my 2nd match 6-
1, 6-1 to Eva (who made it to the final).  This meant I 
was second in my group, and the top two get through to 
the knockout stages.  So we had to quickly arrange 
another night’s stay in Wimbledon!
     On day 3, the knock out stages, I began with a close 
match, winning 6-1, 7-6.  My next match, I was knocked 
out of the main draw by one of the top 8 seeds in the 
tournament, when I lost 6-1, 6-0. Along my journey, I 
was interviewed by Tim Henman and also took pictures 
of centre court. I looked around the Wimbledon shop and
my family went into the museum as well. 
     I really enjoyed the whole experience and feel very 
happy that I have now played at Wimbledon.  I played 
against some amazing players and am very grateful to
 have been part of such an amazing event – Leila

Pickleball 
   Pickleball brings together some of the best elements 
of tennis, badminton and table tennis, into a fun and 
exciting game for people of all ages and abilities. 
Throughout its first year at Manor Park, pickleball has 
shown a month-on-month growth at both the club and 
the U3A organised sessions. Players consist of existing
club members, the 20+ new members who have joined 
to play pickleball and guests. In September we ran 
‘Introduction to Pickelball’ sessions for 28 people. We 
have increased to three beginner / intermediate 
sessions on a Wednesday and are already running at 
close to the 36 player capacity.
   Through Pickelball England, we have developed in-
house volunteer coaches who run twice monthly group 
skills workshops. We even had a club player compete 
at the English Open Pickleball championships at 
Telford. After close collaboration with the indoor tennis 
section, we have agreed plans to lay permanent lines 
which will soon be implemented. This will enable us to 
introduce Saturday afternoon sessions and also 
facilitate individual members booking courts. In turn, 
this will encourage more guest players to become 
members. Adding out-of-normal-working-hours play will
also broaden the player demographics. During the next
year we aim to start playing matches against other 
clubs, whilst maintaining the friendly inclusive culture 
that makes pickleball such a fantastic game for 
everyone.   Andy Walker



Battle of the Ages
held on Saturday 11 May

The first ever Oldies v Young’Uns Tourno was an 
absolute belter! The cut off point to be a Young’Un 
was slightly higher than first imagined! With 25 
players lined up on each team, and a tonne of tennis 
to be played on 12 courts, the scores were level 29-29
at the end. So to claim the overall title, a champy tie 
break between Daisy & Emma v Joel & Stuey was 
decided. A see-saw game but the oldies got the job 
done to bring the trophy home! What a fab day, super 
sunny and yummy pizza from Smokey Dough Pizzas! 

H & W County Mixed Tournament
held on Saturday 8 June

10 pairs battled it out in the Over 50’s. Some super 
close matches in the two groups, where Rory Guilding
& Alice Davey and Jon Guppy & Emma Bowen won all
of their matches, and faced off in the final. Jon & 
Emma were in top form and won convincingly! In the 
Open Age, we had 16 pairs taking part. And after 
some top quality tennis all round, last years winners, 
Kate Horsborough & Mike Langston looked in the 
mood to do it again. Facing off against Harvey R & 
Paulina, who defeated Scott Smith & Katy Lewin in the
semis. Some great tennis in the final, and favourites 
Kate & Mike won in style to lift the trophy for the 
second year in the row. In the consolation final, a 
terrific win for Kiah & James DF.Big thanks to Malvern
Gin for sponsoring the event again, and helping to get 
the after party started and to Rob Walker for photos.

Robfest
held on Saturday 22 June

What a fantastic festival of tennis, food, drink & fun in 
the sun! With 28 pairs playing over 10 hours of tennis 
in the glorious sunshine, plenty of drama along the 
way, and lots of adding up by Ruth, we got to our epic 
finals. And the winners were:
Wimbledon - Sam Laidler & Katy Lewin
US Open - Ollie Ruddick & Stu Ramsey
French Open - Neil Ruddick & Miles Meager
Aussie Open - Al Cooper & Steve Meredith
ATP World Tour - Xac Timmermans & Tom Sharp
- A huge thank you to Rob & Ruth for organising such 
a brilliant day, Sandie BH for the lovely lasagnes, Rob 
Walker for his photography skills, the bar staff for all 
their hard graft, and the good people of Dominoes for 
the pizzas! Special mention to Neil & Miles for winning
3 titles in a row! 

Slimbridge Wetland Centre Charity Event
held on Thursday 27 June

A fantastic day raised over £500 for the charity. 25 
pairs took part with big thanks to everyone who 
played, supported, to Anna Paisley for the wonderful 
lunch, and for Jane for organising a brilliant tourno. 
The five winning pairs were:
Tony & Charlie Bowden
Kate Ruddick & Ali Ramsey
Penny McKechnie & Tracy Morgan
Andrew & Bryony Gaskell
Cat Petchsingh & Nicky Jones

Benjamin Cup
held on Saturday 27 July

With 6 teams of 8 players battling it out in a round 
robin, all the matches were nail-biters, with the top 2 
teams, Olympians & Sticklebacks going through to the 
final. And with the scores ending 2-2 in the final, and 
the Laidlers running off to France, we drew the 
numbers out the hat to see who had to play off for a 
final champy tie break for glory. Nick J & Geoff T 
played an absolute stormer and took down Luke & 
Steve Lewis 10-2! Big shout to the MVP’s of the day, 
Beth Pye & Emil. Thanks to Taco Banditos for amazing
burritos, Helen & Rache for scoring & Rob W for all the 
photos! 

England v Rest of the World
held on Saturday 17 August

The annual England v Rest of World match was back 
and with a few people digging out their fake passports, 
battle commenced! In the closest match to date, ROW 
defeated England 328 games to 318. Thanks to the 56 
players and everyone who came and supported. Huge 
thanks to Ruth & Rob for organising such a special day
of tennis, John Milto for supplying the winning drinks, 
Rob Walker for the excellent snaps, and Jade & Izzy 
for all their graft behind the bar!

Save the Children Charity Tournament
held on Wednesday 11 September

Another brilliant Charity Tourno completed at Manor 
Park! Huge thanks to Susanna Michael for organising 
such a fantastic day! Winners of the 4 groups were:
Penny Smith & Ruth Jones
Sue Lole and Wendy Griffiths
Sarah and Sam Barrie
Vicki Advani and Fabienne Penney
And a big thank you to the ladies from Save The 
Children Charity for putting on a scrummy lunch. We 
managed to raise over £500 for the charity! Well done 
to everyone who entered and made it such a special 
day.

Ripple Cup 
held on Saturday 21 September

Another epic tennis tournament took place at the club 
on Saturday. It is one of our favourites, as it really is a 
lottery as to who will win. The entry was 23 pairs 
playing on the 10 available courts. After some hard 
matches by all in the group stages, 16 pairs 
progressed to the main draw and the last 7 pairs went 
into the plate! Nick Jones & Emma Herbert hit top form 
in the plate competition beating Westy & John 
Gammers 6-2. Not sure the crowds helped Westy too 
much when they came out to watch! And in the main 
event, Ali Earp & Paul Burgess took down Katy Lewin 
& Monty in the final, 6-4 in a really close match. Huge 
thanks to Jos for sponsoring the event, Taco Banditos 
for their amazing burritos, Rachel for keeping the 
players on their toes, and not in the bar too long! And 
everyone who made it such a special day!

https://www.facebook.com/people/Taco-Banditos/100064374116741/?__cft__[0]=AZUaK0QV5vJUOPl2ByJWDrAfLZvllOpNGEdJsdRdaqlOhVC5RwCeqx3xfFTVy48LLjqpG0DWNVchKZdmHTO4vh-XkxL5nmKLMHOoxz2QbbhErczQQsxVbtomzaZYpABW7Dms4Vq_7SaOmzv_LJz6tP8jtpA2Fs3FdGSn4x8aaKqoe86TXOUQnpBKubBllacI8n4&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MalvernGin?__cft__[0]=AZXHteQ7gVOuY1n8IyZGy3Kq2Y8rvAMJm0a32QJnanRuq7PoNTYACkxpHXGIGf9VKBH8AMNrdLCLaHJAQ8Sx0CXW_pemMSvdlhyiuVuYAjlbDUABTdYyDIJWtTIq9fgXWEgJGS7IaJzK-BorJ8qiDn4cHWFgxuemQwJYUM5eOUZHjehMo38Oks87H7qBT4adjZA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MalvernGin?__cft__[0]=AZXHteQ7gVOuY1n8IyZGy3Kq2Y8rvAMJm0a32QJnanRuq7PoNTYACkxpHXGIGf9VKBH8AMNrdLCLaHJAQ8Sx0CXW_pemMSvdlhyiuVuYAjlbDUABTdYyDIJWtTIq9fgXWEgJGS7IaJzK-BorJ8qiDn4cHWFgxuemQwJYUM5eOUZHjehMo38Oks87H7qBT4adjZA&__tn__=-]K-R


Club Tournament Results – Adults

Main events
Men’s Singles: Matt Tully

r/u Ollie Ruddick
Ladies’ Singles: Katy Lewin
r/u Daisy Williams

Men’s Doubles: Sam Laidler & Charlie Titmuss

r/u Ollie Ruddick & Sam Cassidy

Ladies’ Doubles: Katy Lewin & Beth Pye

r/u Maddie Walsh & Marina Webb

Mixed Doubles: Sam Laidler & Beth Pye

r/u Paul Burgess & Katy Lewin
Family Doubles: Chris & Andrew Marlow
r/u Tony & Charlie Bowden

Men’s Singles 60+: Rory Guilding

r/u Geoff Smith
Mixed Doubles 50+: Geoff & Penny Smith 
r/u Rory Guilding & Alice Davey

Men’s Doubles 60+: Geoff Smith & Barry Tuck 

r/u Bob Mannion & Chris Whiteley
Ladies’ Doubles 60+: Penny McKechnie & Ali Tuck
r/u Liz Houlbrooke & Nicky Jones
Plate events
Men’s Singles: Dave Forester-Smith

r/u Rohit Chopra
Ladies’ Singles: Nicky Browne
r/u Simona  Armstrong
Men’s Doubles: Rohit Chopra & Simon Judd
r/u Emil Meager & Zac Burgess
Ladies’ Doubles: Leila Meager & Halle Lees Howell
r/u Di Marlow & Nicky Browne
Mixed Doubles: Phil Miflin & Caroline Forester-Smith
r/u Will Welch & Jade Hume
Family Doubles: Phil & Harry Miflin 
r/u Ben & Daisy Williams
Men’s Singles 60+: Pete Moore r/u Geoff Titmuss
Mixed Doubles 50+: Lesley Milton & Charles 
Houlbrooke r/u Bob Mannion & Paula Daniel
Men’s Doubles 60+: Phil Houlbrooke & Simon 
Macaulay r/u Neil Johnson & John Byrne
Ladies’ Doubles 60+: Sarah Connell & Kay Bedwell
r/u Caroline Orgee & Pam Webber

Club Tournament Results: Juniors
8U: Ariana Hardie
9U: Robin Whitewood

10U Boy’s Singles: Andrew Marlow
12U Boy’s Singles: Andrew Marlow
14U Singles: Leila Meager
14U Boy’s Doubles: Jacob Mifflin & Lewis Barnes
18U Boy’s Singles: Ollie Ruddick
18U Girl’s Singles: Daisy Williams

Club Tournament
held on Saturday 7th September

What a day! Even though the rain lashed down for 
parts of the day, we did fit in an amazing 24 finals! 
Huge congratulations to all the winners, and to 
everyone who played on the day, especially those who 
got a bit wet! Also to those who played indoors – no 
wind, rain (or sun) but a disadvantage for lobsters. And
massive thanks to The Old Dough Hook Pizza Co. for 
keeping us well fed all day!

Social Tournament
held on Saturday 28th September

15 pairs of social players enjoyed a fun afternoon playing 
in three groups. The winning pairs were Rohit Chopra & 
Ali Earp, Di & Andrew Marlow and Nick Savastano & Ann 
Cadman. The event was rounded off with slices of pizza 
in the bar.

Ladies Thursday Evening Rota - new blood needed 
During the winter months, some of the women play in 
a rota indoors on Thursday evenings. The time slots 
alternate between a 6:30pm to 8:00pm slot and a  
8:00pm to 9:30pm slot. The sessions are aimed at 
any team player or aspiring team player together with 
improvers. We are keen to encourage new members 
or more long-standing members who perhaps are now
free on Thursday evenings and wish to be included on
the rota. If you would like to play, please contact Ali 
Tuck: alituck@btinternet.com. The first formal indoor 
session is on Thursday 3rd October and will be at 
8:00pm. Ladies’ captains play occasionally on a 
Thursday evening so it can be a good way to be 
noticed and recruited to a team. If you’d prefer to have
a quick chat, by all means telephone me on 
07939027106.   Ali Tuck

Manor Park on Facebook
Members are recommended to keep up to date with 
club news by viewing the club’s Facebook entry to see 
news articles and masses of photos. Our thanks are 
due to Chris B-H for constantly updating the content. In
fact many of the articles in this newsletter are 
abstracted directly from what C B-H has contributed - 
many thanks, Chris. Members do not need to be 
signed up to look at Manor Park on Facebook. Just 
browse ‘Manor Park Sports Club Facebook’ and click 
top right to decline the sign in request.

Floral display
New planters outside court 1 are looking amazing. And 
we’ve got one man to thank for it all. Dave FS! In 
addition to being a bit of a club heart-throb, a fab 
awards night presenter, and the star player in the 
Men’s G Team, he has also recently started a 
gardening business. Using profits from the quiz night, 
we asked him to build some planters for the club. He's 
done a fantastic job and even provided the flowers to 
show case his skills off! 

The drone picture at the top of this newsletter was 
taken by Steve Boardman, a Manor Park Club member

https://www.facebook.com/Doughhookofficial?__cft__[0]=AZV8wkVL45vWGFZffeEdWLXQQqzS1gFwee5uK2620RB6qh2hKoNZUWl7U1gqgiHzMk9iBomCZf6uQKmMtWQluTcXAFrHfJw3WxH6aIg6AjHO1b9tpHALVptQh9vtE-ysYU_9aIvk67EjdEab_VEifdvEegBkjGXbK4VCPrbOdjXrJ9JbCA_nPm7Pg5UYFQxKaIs14HdI3u1WhWpgVeFQ5rQ0&__tn__=-]K-R
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